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COVID-19 UPDATE: VACCINATION RAMPS UP
ACROSS THE STATE
By Marissa Sullivan

A year after the Coronavirus shut down our school, the distribution of the vaccine picks up its pace.
When once the vaccine seemed so out of reach, the time is coming to where it is becoming more
available for a larger audience. The 29th of March marks the first day the age limit will be lowered to
those of 40 years and higher. Many of our own parents will be able to receive the vaccine if they choose!
This change is not planned to be the last in the near future. On the 5th of April, the age limit changes to
18 years and older; therefore, some seniors may have the opportunity to be vaccinated before the end of
the school year. To many of us, this past year has been a turbulent time, but we can all look back and
realize how much progress has been made and look forward to the progress to come!
Despite your eligibility for the COVID-19 vaccine according
to state ordinance, anyone over the age of 18 is eligible to
receive a "waste avoidance" dose, that is, an extra, perfectly
safe dose of the vaccine that will be thrown away unless
used. Extra vaccine doses are usually due to appointment
cancellations or to vaccination sites overestimating the
number of shots that will be claimed on a given day.
Our editor-in-chief, Kinsey Akers, was able to snag an extra
dose of the Moderna vaccine recently. "I feel really grateful
to have found an extra shot. I'm glad it didn't go to waste,"
she says. Most importantly, she says she is glad to "finally be
protected from COVID-19" over a year after the virus
uprooted all of our lives.

Kinsey Akers after receiving her vaccine

EMBRACING THE ARTS:
HARRISON SCHOOL FOR THE
ART'S THESPIANS CLUB
By Paige Gozdur

If you are an avid enthusiast of the arts, or just someone who enjoys expressing themselves, then Harrison
School for the Art’s Thespians Club might be for you! In this issue, we'd like to spotlight the very talented
and all-inclusive Troupe #4634. The International Thespian Society (ITS), founded in 1929, is an honorary
high-school organization that allows students to develop in the theatre arts and recognize their
achievement. Members prepare for the annual Florida State Thespians Festival where they compete with
other troupes and gain experience in different arts—in previous years, members have performed
monologues, taken part in small group performances, and even choreographed their own routines. While
the club’s population is mostly made up of eager and high-spirited theatre students, they are actively
searching for an array of other talents, ranging from playwriting, costume design, duet acting, student
choreography, scene design, duet musical theatre, and many other forms of artistic expression.
Paola Santini, a theatre student at Harrison
School for the Arts and a member of Thespians,
believes one of the most exciting aspects of the
competitions is being able to receive feedback
forms, which provide in-depth critiques on your
performance. Paola, a native Spanish speaker, was
able to significantly improve her English due to
the feedback forms she received from her
performances. She states “I often got scared
talking in English on stage, but one of the judges
told me that if I could talk faster, I could be
improving my English and my overall
performance.” The opportunity to get expert
feedback from those who study a chosen art is a
rare one, but Thespians Club allows you to grow
as an artist through mentorship and consistency.
Thespians is a multi-layered educational
experience. Not only do you get to compete with
Paola Santini, junior in the Theatre
other artists at state, regional, and national levels,
Department at Harrison School for the
but you get to work with other students to refine
Arts
your artistic abilities and develop range, all while
building your self-confidence and character.

GLOBAL EVENTS: THE SUEZ CANAL
BLOCKAGE
By Lauren Kay

The Suez Canal has surprisingly received quite a bit
of internet fame and drama the past couple of days.
As many know, a large cargo ship has managed to
lodge itself within the edges of this crucial canal.
The Suez Canal, built in September of 1859, is home
to 13% of the globe's international and global trade
and economy. Due to its efficient placement in the
Northeastern region of Egypt, and location between
the Mediterranean and Red Seas and the Indian
Ocean, The Suez Canal is easily accessible to many
important countries. In fact, 7% of the entire
world’s oil supply is delivered through use of this
canal. The idea for the canal was proposed by a
French engineer who goes by the name of
Ferdinand de Lesseps and was constructed by the
Universal Suez Canal Company in 1858, but then
was given to the Egyptian government to control.
As of March 23 of this year, an Evergreen cargo ship
became wedged in the side of this man made
waterway. The boat’s name is Ever Given, and the
boat itself came to a total weight of 220,000 tons
and stretched to a length of 1,312 feet long. Due to
this unfortunate event, blockages have resulted in
mild collisions between backed-up ships. According
to the words of the Suez Canal authority, Osama
Rabie, the back-up is supposedly resulting in a loss
of $15 billion on a daily basis.
Fortunately, on March 29 the boat was dug out of
its holding spot and the canal could begin the
process of unblocking the rest of the canal. The 300
ships that were held up due to the blockage will
take a few days to get moving entirely, but the canal
should be at its normal function as soon as next
week.

An arial view of the Suez Canal.
Source: The Los Angeles Times

A crane attempts to dig the Ever Given out of the
canal.
Source: Quartz

MASON MARTIN: NOT
JUST YOUR AVERAGE
HIGH SCHOOLER
By Rory Schroeder

When walking to and from class, Mason Martin
may not stand out as the captain of the powerful
Dreadnaught football team On the field, however,
he is anything but ordinary. The junior
quarterback, standing six feet and 180 pounds, is
known for his strong arm and his ability to light
up opposing secondaries. His mild manner and
calm exterior preserve the fierce competitor he is As captain of the team, Martin leads by example,
exhibiting a relentless work ethic. He conveys that
at heart.
he tries to bring not only high energy to practice but
The team finished with an overall record of 6-4, also a focus and drive in the classroom--a very
making it to the third round of the regional important aspect of student-athlete leadership. In
playoffs before falling to Tampa Bay Tech. Martin the offseason Martin hones his skills by
was able to showcase not only his ability with the weightlifting, grinding with his teammates, and
ball, but his leadership and competitive nature. working with the elite personal training duo Keith
Martin highlights the team's goals: “Obviously and Jacob Sundey. He has also added lacrosse to his
we wanted to finish the season with a ring, but repertoire to work on his speed and physicality.
unfortunately that’s not the way things panned While he uses lacrosse to sharpen his skills for
out.” The leader was still optimistic, saying that football season, Martin finds the sports differ
this team is far younger than the 2019 greatly. “I don’t think there’s much in common
Dreadnaughts, and showed a ton of potential. between the positions I play. In football, I am
Despite many fans feeling the team protected and avoid contact when I can. In lacrosse,
underachieved, Martin expressed that he I play defense and I usually initiate contact, which is
"believes God makes everything happen for a not what I am used to.” With the 2021 football
reason, and it was a rough year, but [a] well- season in mind, Martin is ready to put forth the
needed learning experience for the team. Above effort it takes to succeed as a player, as well as lead
all, Mason says he is "very excited to see what the team to the coveted ring awaiting only one of
Florida’s most elite high school football programs.
next year holds.”

HEY, DREADNAUGHTS!
Do you have a story worth telling? An issue that needs to be addressed? An event
that needs publicizing? Contact us at:

